Raise the Age M| <RaiseTheAgeMI@truscottrossman.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 1:08 PM

To: Raise the Age Mi

Subject: Voters overwhelmingly support ‘Raising the Age’ in Michigan
Attachments: RTApollingresultsMRG.pdf

Dear Representative,

Michigan voters — regardless of where they live or what their political affiliation may be - are strongly behind
you passing Raise the Age legislation this year.

A poll by MRG earlier this year found that nearly 70 percent of those polled felt that 17-year-olds should not
be automatically prosecuted as adults. When voters were given more information about the issue, that
number increased to 85 percent support for Raise the Age! (See below and attached for full details.)

Some of that information you already may know, such as:

* Judges and prosecutors can still charge them as adults for the most serious crimes or if they feel it's
warranted;

* Staying in the juvenile system allows them to receive critical age-appropriate rehabilitation services
which are not available in the adult corrections system.

¢ Juveniles leaving the adult system are 34 percent more likely to re-offend and escalate to more serious
crimes than their peers with similar offenses in the juvenile system; and

* Juveniles incarcerated in adult facilities are at greater risk of physical and sexual abuse and suicide.

We urge you to make this a priority during lame duck this year. Help our youth and communities while
bringing Michigan in line the 46 other states in the country who have already acted to Raise the Age.

(The Raise the Age package of bills includes: HBs 4607, 4653, 4659, 4662, 4664, 4675-4678, 4685, 4696, 4741,
4744, 4753, 4793, 4969, 5637, and 6396).

More info at:

RAISE
THE AGE

Or follow us on social media:
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According to a Recent Statewide Poll

Voters Overwhelmingly Support
Raise the Age Legislation

Voters Disagree with Current Treatment of 17 Year-Olds

MICHIGAN
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"Michigan law requires every 17 year-old arrested for a crime be charged as an adult, without exception, This includes arrests for
everything from underage drinking and loitering to the most serious crimes like murder. Do you agree or disagree that every 17
year-old should automatically be prosecuted in the adult criminal justice system?”
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Support for Raise the Age Legislation Greatly Increases with Messaging
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Most 17-year-olds should be charged as juveniles unless a judge or prosecutor decides to charge them
as an adult based on the seriousness of the crime.

Juveniles leaving the adult system are 34 percent more likely to re-offend and escalate to violent

behavior than are their peers with similar offenses leaving the juvenile justice system. 3% | B3 | BS% | B2k | 65% | 48% | 02%

Keeping 17-year-olds in the juvenile justice system allows them to receive age-appropriate

rehabilitation services that are not available in the adult corrections system. 2% | BI% | 13% | 75% | 67 | 23% | 03%

Juveniles incarcerated in adult facilities are at greater risk of becoming victims of sexual and physical

abuse and suvicida. 57.2% | 19.7% 8.8% 6.2% 6.3% 1.8% -

The majority of those arrested will return to our communities. Focusing on rehabilitation is an
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fnvestment in our public safety.

Research shows that the 17-year-old brain is still developing. 9% | 7% | N5% | 73% | 63% | 25% -

Michigan is one of only 5 states that still requires 17-year-olds to be charged as adults. 30.3% | 20% | 7.3% | 92% | 9.0% | 42% -

Receiving services in the juvenile justice system, rather than jail or prison, increases the likelihood that

2 17-year-old will complete school and go on to be a contributing taxpayer. N3k | 62% | 82 | 55% | 57 | 0% -

Only by treating 17-year-olds as minors in the juvenile justice system are parents guaranteed the right

to participate in their child's legaf proceedings. Parents deserve this right, i et B Bl BURE Ol (R

7-year-olds treated by the juvenile justice system would avoid a criminal record, significantly
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increasing their opportunities for future employment.

Raising the age to 18 for mandatory adult prosecution will create long-term savings to taxpayers by

i Rh . 7% | 58% | 13.8% | 9.0% | 68% | 28% -
avoiding serial incarceration.

"Now, knowing this information, would you support or oppose legislation to Responses After Messaging
keep most 17-year-olds in the juvenile justice system while giving prosecutors
and judges a choice to prosecute 17-year-olds accused of the most serious
crimes as either adults or juveniles based on the 17-year-old's record and the
chance of successful rehabilitation?”
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